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EDUCATION



Primary School

•    Ecole Primaire, Goma, DRC (1982-1983)
•    Ecole Privée Belge de Gisenyi, Rwanda (1983 – 1989)



Secondary School

•    Scala College, Alphen aan den Rijn, The Netherlands (1989 – 1991)
•    Baarnsch Lyceum, Baarn, The Netherlands (1991 – 1995) 
•    East Kentwood High School. Kentwood, Michigan, United States (1995 – 1996). 



University

· University of Utrecht (1996 – 2000)

Degree: Journalism / BA


· University of Amsterdam (2000-2004)

Degree: International Development Studies / BA

- Dissertation: The Role of the United Nations in the Rwandan Genocide (8). Examiner: Dr. Michaela Hordijk.

· University of Amsterdam (2000 – 2004)

Degree: American Politics / MA
- Dissertation: The nature of transatlantic relations: Cold War vs Bush era (7.5). Examiner: Dr. Ruud Janssens. 

WORK EXPERIENCE - JOURNALISM

I started my career in 2002, and have predominantly worked in print journalism and for online publications, which include (this is just a selection):

* Open Skies and Portfolio (EMIRATES) – Feature writer  (February 2007 – present)

I am a regular freelance contributor for Portfolio and Open Skies – both in-flight magazines of the airline Emirates. Topics cover: Enterprises and responsibility, environmental responsibility, travel features, and stories about extra-ordinary people. 

* Sp!ts Newspaper – Africa & world cup correspondent (August 2002 – present)

Spits is a national newspaper in the Netherlands. The publication is very much interested in stories that deal with poverty, conflict, peace building, health, and other development issues as well as the 2010 FIFA World Cup. I worked for them from 2002 until end of 2004 as their financial reporter, and from December 2007 to present as their world cup writer.  

* Het Financiële Dagblad – Foreign correspondent (July ’07 – present) 

For Het Financiële Dagblad, the most prominent financial newspaper in The Netherlands, I covered various topics, including the problems facing the South African and DRC mining industry, the 2009 elections, the impact of the global crisis on South Africa, Zambia, and the DRC, poverty, and the financial aspects of the World Cup.  

* Inter Press Service - Africa correspondent (July ’07 – present)
I am one of the freelance Africa correspondents at Inter Press Service (IPS), a global news agency, and I covered various environmental issues, including shared watercourses and river basins in the SADC region, sanitation, the necessity of ground water, and climate change. Tasks: writing features, research, and photography.

* The Big Issue – Feature Writer (May ’07 – present)

I have written various features and reportages for The Big Issue South Africa, which involved researching various topics, including Tik in Cape Town, Tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS, poverty in the DRC, and malaria. I have also written environmental stories that relate to farming. 

* Productivity SA – Feature writer (May 2009 – present)

Productivity SA deals with employment, skills and the overall productivity of South Africa. I have covered, among other things, the 2009 World Economic Forum on Africa for this publication.  

* Leadership Magazine – Feature writer (August 2008 – present)

As one of Leadership’s regular contributors, I have written various features as well as profiles of enterprises and business people. 

* Mobility Magazine – Feature writer (Nov ’08 – present)

Being one of the newest publications in South Africa, Mobility focuses on transport in the broadest sense of the word. My stories have focused on development and transport, and how transport helps and hampers people in their day to day lives (DRC). 

* WorldPress.org – Writer   (Jan 2006 – July 2008)

I was a regular online contributor of stories revolving around South African politics, Zimbabwe’s political situation, refugees, and African affairs. 
* The Cape Times – Reporter (Sept ’04 – May ’05) 

For a period of six months, I worked as a reporter at the Cape Times (as part of a media program by a Dutch NGO). Topics included: environment, crime, business, local economy, events, politics, and social issues. 

Writing for other publications:  I have written for / am writing for: Global Connection (International magazine – feature writer), The Luxury List (travel guide – contributing editor), Cape Town Magazine (online travel magazine - editor, writer, researcher, translator, SEO), Spits (Dutch national newspaper – reporter), De Telegraaf (Dutch national newspaper – reporter), the Southern Times (Namibia), Gazet van Antwerpen (Belgium newspaper), 

Photography: For many of the publications above, but also: Run 4 Schools (Sports NGO), ChimpCARE (Initiative to protect chimpanzees), Man-Up (NGO that uses sports as a vehicle to fight abuse against women and children), International Trade Union Federation, Publico Magazine (Portuguese magazine), All Africa (two stories on food security and GMO crops), Whisper Boat Building Academy for the Deaf, Cape Town & Western Cape Convention Bureau, etc)

For more info: http://za.linkedin.com/in/miriammannak
WORK EXPERIENCE – NON JOURNALISM

* Liquorice – copy writing  (Dec 2009)

This Cape Town based ad agency hired me to do copy writing for a new advertising campaign. 

* Kwintessential – translation Dutch <-> English (Dec 2009)

Kwintessential in Cape Town hired me to translate various documents and powerpoint presentations for a training by the Dutch police service to the South African police force.

* Kwintessential Linguist <-> English (Dec 2009)

Kwintessential in Cape Town hired me as a linguist during a commercial shoot in Cape Town.

* Woodstock Children’s Trauma Room – fundraising / PR (September 2009)

Together with a friend, I organized a fundraising campaign for a new children’s trauma room. I also wrote press releases and did media liaison. 

* Casa Maris Eco Estate – Media relations (Apr ‘09 – Aug ‘09)

For a period of five months, I served as PR officer and media liaison officer for Casa Maris, a company that intends to build an eco estate close to Cape Town, while uplifting a small village (providing necessary yet lacking services) and protecting the environment.

* HWB Communications – Media relations (July ‘06 – June ‘07)

For about a year, I worked as a PR consultant for this agency. MY tasks included: Organizing of events and press conferences, writing of press releases, keeping website up to date, photography, copy and online content writing, basic design of fliers and brochures.  

* Cape Town Naked Bike Ride – media relations (2007)

The Cape Town Naked Bike Ride is the South African spin off of the World Naked Bike Ride – an initiative to make people aware of the impact of climate change. The aim: to get as many people as possible cycling (naked or dressed up extravagantly) through the streets of Cape Town. I did this pro bono.

* Treatment Action Campaign – French translation (May ’08 – June ‘08)

I assisted the TAC with translating various fliers and brochures (English to French), which were distributed among the French victims of the Xenophobic attacks. I did this pro bono. 

* Legal Resource Centre (2005)

I assisted one of the human rights lawyers with taking statements from refugees and asylum seekers who were mistreated by the Provincial department of Home Affairs with regards to their paper work.  I did this pro bono.

* Photography (2005 – present)

Apart from a writer, I am a photographer as well. Apart from serving the publications and companies mentioned above, I have done work for companies that include BBC World, Whisper Boat Building Academy, Cape Town Tourism, the International Trade Union Confederation, Urban Sprout, Imagine Magazine, Cape Town and Western Cape Convention Bureau, Moue Magazine, and Imagine Magazine.

MISC

2009: International Aids Society Fellowship 
2008: Nominated as Editors Choice and short-listed ‘08 Vodacom Journalist of the Year 
2008: Finalist during the International Street Paper Awards
SKILLS

· Photography and writing

· Research

· Languages: English (fluent), Dutch (fluent), French (Very good).

· Computer literate (Both Apple and PC). Programmes is master, include MS Office, Photoshop, and Photoshop Elements.

· Organizational skills

· Communication

· Media liaison skills

INTERESTS

Traveling, writing, photography, hiking, current affairs
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