
The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict 
 
TIMELINES 
Group Research, Presentation and Discussion 
 
This PBS timeline (http://www.pbs.org/pov/pov2001/promises/promises-
timeline.pdf) of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is interesting in that it highlights the 
differing Israeli and Palestinian interpretations of the same events. These conflicting 
interpretations can make it difficult to get a clear picture of “what really happened.” 
But they do give important insight into the experiences, biases and interests of both 
parties, which inform their perceptions of their history. By laying these historical 
differences next to one another, it becomes possible to recognize that “what really 
happened” is itself the subject of debate.  
 
This exercise asks you to research major events that have shaken Israel and the 
occupied and autonomous Palestinian territories since September 28, 2001. Select five 
that can be or are interpreted differently by Israelis and by Palestinians, and five are 
more fact-based and less open to interpretation.  
 
Using the PBS timeline as a model, write a brief description of each event in as neutral 
a language as possible, being careful not to weigh the description in favor of one side 
or the other. For those events that have differing interpretations, supplement the 
neutral description with one from the Israeli perspective and one from the Palestinian 
perspective.  
 
Example from PBS timeline:  
1948: In May, Zionist leaders proclaimed the state of Israel. Fighting breaks out between the 
newly declared state of Israel and its Arab neighbors as British troops are leaving the country.  
 
Israeli perspective: The war is known by Israelis as the “Milhemet Haatzma’ut,” or “War of 
Independence.” Some 700,000 Palestinians leave what had been British-mandate Palestine. 
Israel gains control over large tracts of land, including some five hundred Palestinian villages.  
 
Palestinian perspective: The war is known as “al-Nakbah” or “the Catastrophe,” by 
Palestinians. Some 700,000 Palestinians flee or are driven from what had been British-mandate 
Palestine. Israel annexes large tracts of land and destroys some five hundred Palestinian 
villages.  
 
After completing the descriptions for each event, answer the following questions, 
doing additional research where necessary:  
1. Why do you think Israelis and Palestinians perceive some events so differently? 
 
2. Are there any cases in which you think the Israeli interpretation is more accurate 
than the Palestinian? Why or why not?  
 
3. Are there any cases in which you think the Palestinian interpretation is more 
accurate than the Israeli? Why or why not?  
 
4. Based on your experience of the media in your country, do you think the media 
privilege the perspective of one side over that of the other? Give specific reasons why 
or why not. 


